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At the closing of the 2024 Regular Legislative Session, House Bill 1 

was signed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the 

Senate, and sent to Governor Landry for executive approval. 

GOEA’s budget remained intact, and we expect to add several new 

positions, including many in the Elderly Protective Services             

division. The much-needed amendment made to provide funds to 

replace federal dollars for meals for seniors is also included in the 

legislation sent to the governor. We anxiously await the ability to 

even better serve the seniors of Louisiana.  

During May, we celebrated Older Americans Month, and the theme 

of “Powered by Connection.” This emphasized the profound impact 

that relationships and social connections have on health and        

well-being. Elder Abuse Awareness day is recognized on June 15th 

to increase awareness of the often hidden problem of neglect and 

abuse of seniors. It is important to shine a light on the potential 

signs of neglect and abuse, and share methods of reporting and 

contributing to the solution of the problem.  

GOEA’s Compliance and Planning division was selected make their 

presentation “Whole-state Disaster Preparation for a Culturally and 

Geographically Diverse Older Population” at the USAging           

conference in Tampa, Florida on July 10, 2024. GOEA is very 

proud of our reputation in this field, and Louisiana has been         

recognized on a national level in the aging network as a leader in 

disaster planning.  

It’s hurricane season, and it is important for all citizens to have a 
plan in case of a disaster. This plan should be specific to the needs 
of each individual, particular those with specific medical needs or 
disabilities. You can read more about this on the Governor’s Office 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (“GOHSEP”) 
planning website: https://getagameplan.org/   

https://x.com/GOEAffairs
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559666283962&sk=about
https://getagameplan.org/
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NOAA National Weather Service forecasters at the Climate Prediction Center predict 
above-normal hurricane activity in the Atlantic basin this year. NOAA’s outlook for 
the 2024 Atlantic hurricane season, which spans from June 1 to November 30,      
predicts an 85% chance of an above-normal season, a 10% chance of a near-normal 
season and a 5% chance of a below-normal season. 

NOAA is forecasting a range of 17 to 25 total named storms (winds of 39 mph or      
higher). Of those, 8 to 13 are forecast to become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or      
higher), including 4 to 7 major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5; with winds of 111 mph 
or higher). Forecasters have a 70% confidence in these ranges. 
 
The upcoming Atlantic hurricane season is expected to have above-normal activity 
due to a confluence of factors, including near-record warm ocean temperatures in 
the Atlantic Ocean, development of La Nina conditions in the Pacific, reduced        
Atlantic trade winds and less wind shear, all of which tend to favor tropical storm 
formation. 

 

Hurricane Season  

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Bayou-River District Senior Games : Assumption, Lafourche, St. Charles, 

St. James, St. John, and Terrebonne Parish residents aged 50 to 90+ participated in 

district games throughout the month of April and in May. Games included: shuffle-

board, charmin toss, beanbag toss, bowling, table tennis, basketball free-throw, corn 

hole, softball, football, discus, javelin, shot put, beanbag baseball, washer pitch, bait 

casting, balloon burst, and horseshoes. Medal winners are eligible to participate in the 

State Senior Olympics in Pineville, LA later in the year. 
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Franklin Council on Aging: Would like to wish Mr. Bobby Emfinger and 

Mr. Bob Walters a very happy birthday! Mr. Emfiner is pictured below on the left 

and Mr. Walter is pictured on the right. The picture in the middle is a birthday 

group that meets at Johnny’s Pizza to celebrate client birthdays.  

Terrebonne Council on Aging: The ribbon cutting ceremony for the Neal 

Ransonet Senior Center was held on April 2, 2024. 

G O E A  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  7  

Clients Enjoying Music Therapy!  
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Jefferson Davis Council on Aging: Hosted its annual crawfish boil in 
honor of Older Americans Month. The celebration was held on Friday, May 10, at 
the Lake Arthur Community Center. District Attorney Lauren Heinen sponsored the 
event this year. Representative Troy Romero came with 4 raffle gift cards! The Lake 
Arthur Mayor, Lake Arthur Police Department, Lake Arthur Fire Department, as 
well as the Lake Arthur High Student Council came out to give them a hand with 
serving and clean up!   
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Ascension Council on Aging: Has had several fun events happening. They 
hosted a Senior Prom event in March and they celebrated Mother’s Day with a tea 
party. For Older Americans Month they celebrated with a game day. They also 
play seated volleyball monthly, this is a very popular activity!  

Mother’s Day Tea Party!  

Older Americans Month 

Game Day! 

Seated Volleyball!  

Senior Prom! 



  

 

G O E A  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  1 0  

Sabine Council on Aging: This year for Older Americans Month, all sites 
came together for a Senior Prom! It was a great time, good food, fun, and fellowship! 

Sabine Council on Aging clients enjoyed a trip to the 
Oakland Plantation located in Bermuda, La. 

Sabine Council on Aging staff 

and Board members              

participating in the Special          

Olympics! 

Happy birthday to 
Ms. Charlcie King! 
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East Baton Rouge Council on Aging: Senior Skip Day was held on April 
17th at the Raising Cane’s River Center. This was an amazing event with delicious 
food, live music, prizes, health expo and so much more! 

Caldwell Council on Aging: Celebrated Older Americans Month on May 23, 

2024 with a delicious catfish lunch from Southern Comfort Catering and awesome 

music provided by Paul Boudini.   

Happy birthday to Ms. Edna Festervand!            

She celebrated her 95th birthday on April 3, 2024.    
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The next scheduled quarterly LEBA meeting will be held on 

September 17, 2024 @ 1:00PM  

The Board members are listed below: 

 Johnny Berthelot 

Huey Beverly 

Terry Courville 

Leslie Keen—Chairwoman 

Ann Keene 

Worlita Jackson 

 

Willie Lewis  

Donald Mallet 

Heather Prejean 

Charles “Buddy” Pugh 

Ricco Thomas 

Blanche Wilks 

 

The Louisiana Executive Board on Aging  

Join us in welcoming our new  

team members! 
Erin Murphy ~ Accounting & Finance Auditor 

Melisa Walls ~ Elderly Protective Services 

Steve Kabel ~ Attorney  

James Carter ~ Program Monitor Quality Control  

Leona Harris ~ Elderly Protective Services  

Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs 

602 North 5th Street Suite 435 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Phone: (225) 342-7100 

Fax: (225) 342-7133 

Website: www.goea.louisiana.gov 


