MEDICARE BENEFICIAIRIES DO NOT NEED MARKETPLACE INSURANCE
Information provided by Louisiana Senior Medicare Patrol

On October 1, the health insurance plans made possible through the Affordable Care Act will be
available for uninsured persons. These insurance plans will be sold through the Health Insurance
Marketplace. There has been a lot of information available through the newspapers, television and radio
about these new insurance plans. If you are currently on Medicare or if you have Medicare and
Medicaid, these new insurance plans are NOT FOR YOU.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is concerned that many dishonest businesses
and scam artists will use the confusion surrounding the new insurance plans to trick seniors into
purchasing unnecessary insurance coverage. It is against the law for anyone to sell you a Marketplace
plan if they know you already have Medicare.

Here are some important things for you to know:

1. Your Medicare benefits are not changing. Whether you have Original Medicare or a Medicare
Advantage Plan, you do not have to make any changes.

2. Open Enrollment for MEDICARE will take place Oct. 15 — Dec. 7. This is the time when you can
change your Medicare plans if you want to make a change.

3. If you speak to anyone about insurance plans, make sure you are talking about MEDICARE plans
and not about Marketplace plans. Medicare beneficiaries DO NOT need Marketplace plans.

4. Medicare is not sending out new Medicare cards. If you get a call from someone asking for your
Medicare information, do not give it to them.

5. If you already have Medicare, you DO NOT need any additional insurance. Some people choose
to buy a supplemental plan, but it is NOT necessary. Do not let someone sell you “ObamaCare”
insurance.

For more information on Medicare benefits, contact the Senior Health Insurance Information Program
at 800-259-5300. To report possible Medicare fraud, call Senior Medicare Patrol at 877-272-8720.
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